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Introduction

Freshwater bryozoans are benthic filter-feeding animals that are common in most lakes, rivers and ponds. Due to their combined clonal and colonial life-style, they can
exhibit explosive growth rates, leading to high biomass during the summer. Bryozoans can cause significant biofouling problems in water treatment works and irrigation
systems, clogging filters and pipes. Despite their potentially large biomass and wide-spread occurrence, bryozoans are generally overlooked in biological water quality

y 25 monitoring programmes and field surveys, possibly due to lack of knowledge of the environmental requirements of bryozoans and sampling difficulties.
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LA " *’; We present a new, quantitative method for assessing bryozoan abundance and establish a relationship between bryozoan abundance and eutrophication.
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